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GROUPS AND CHARTERS
WE SPECIALIZE IN:

= Tour Operators = Airport Transfers

= Convention/Meeting = Corporate Travel
Planners = Casinos

= Various Associations = Private Tour Groups

= Government = School Boards
Agencies = Weddings

= Shuttles = Free Casino Trips

o

221 CALDARI ROAD, CONCORD, ON. CANADA, L4K 3Z9
T: 905.738.2290 - WWW.CAN-ARCOACH.COM

With over 35 years of industry experience, Can-Ar Coach Service specializes in group travel and operates more than 40 luxury tour coaches. Can-Ar Coach Service
is a wholly owned subsidiary of York Region’s respected Tokmakjian Group of Companies, which offers a range of services across a spectrum of transportation that
includes servicing fleets such as GO Transit and Mississauga Transit. Facilities for Can-Ar Coach Service are located in areas that cater to Pearson International
Airport, Toronto and southern Ontario.
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GR8 INVESTMENTS
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RISING ABOVE IT ALL
STARTING FROM MID $300,000

LIFE BETWEEN THE LAKE AND THE STARS

LOCATED AT YORK ST. BY THE LAKE

DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT, AN ARCHITECTURAL MARVEL
A PLACE WHERE YOU CAN TRULY WORK, LVE AND PLAY

7 EXPRESS-SPEED ELEVATORS 1000 FEET / MINUTE
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*Prices are subject to change without notice.
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SETA MARACGHIAN

Pharmacienne-Propriétaire
{wjtptG Yp fuouhlp

5855, boul. Gouin ouest
Cartierville (Québec) H4J 1ES ™
Tél.: (514) 334-8641 + Fax: (514)334-6909

3w) Jwulwqgtnutp npwdwnpnuwd® hngwint d6p pnpnp uiphplubpp
Up ywwnpwuwnbup 46p pninp nEnughputpp, unjuhuly nuph2 nEnwpwubuGpe
Swptgutpnt hwdwp juwnny 10% qbng (pwowntw ntintpp)

Vaccination contre la grippe saisonniere
Service professionnel et personnalisé

¢ Infirmiére sur place tous les mercredis

* Conseils sur le diabéte: lecteur de glycémie, alimentation, exercice

* Analyses sanguines: bilan lipidique complet (cholestérol), glycémie (taux de sucre)
* Injections et vaccinations

* Vérification de la tension artérielle, moniteur de tension artérielle (24h)
* Conseils sur les produits orthopédigues (cannes, marchettes)

Livraison et cueillette de prescription gratuites
de Montréal et Laval

Ouvert 7 jours/7 soirs de 9h a 22h
NELLY, TANIA KANOU

Pharmaciennes-Propriétaires

237, Cote Vertu, MTL Bl 740, Cote Vertu, MTL il 475, Cote Vertu, MTL

[él.: (514) 331-2134 Tél.: (514) 744-2555 I'él.: (514) 744-0203
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2ngwyinnjnutn Iwjwuwnnwlh Gr Upgwhuh
dkg, hugwtu LwbL hGnhnunl GL hbdGw)|
2ngwiwyinnjunutn nkwh hwyptuh ywwndw-
ywu jnuwpbdwlltnp:

«Quwludwuwn Snip»-p Y’oquk dbq wudnnwuwih
nwnpaubint dtnp YEwuph wdtlwywnbLnp G
nLpwhu hpwnwnpaniphtuutpp hwpuwuGywu
wpwnnnncphiup, quiwyh dypuinngehip,
nwntnwnap, 2pgwlwiwnnhg hwuntup...

Unguwifuh kg nnip Yp Yuybitp
Jwjph puniehill nL gbnwuntup|
wlwnwnubpp:

Gandzasar Tour offers original excursion tours, adventu-
rous trekking tours and horseriding tours. We organize
group hiking tours through mountainous areas.

Gandzasar Tour will help you to make the important
and joyful events of your life unforgettable. Wedding,
christening, graduation and anniversaries.

LEnUwjhu Y2wpwpwnh Iwbpwwbwnniphil - Artsakk
Uwpunwytpwnh 2pgws, dwlip ghin - Vank village
info@gandzasartour.com

Phone-3tnwhuou: 374-97-330099
Cellular-Rohpwjhl: 374-97-300909

Jwjwunwlh Iwbpwwbwnngyehil, Armenia
Gpbuwl, Unuynybwl 28 - Yerevan, Moscovyan 28
Phone-3tnwfuou: 374-10-521881

Skype: gandzasar.tour

info@gandzasartour.com

Qpwubtltwlutp - Offices

abtq yp dwuopwglutup Upgwhuh
wqagwjhu junhwunghl GL &G
hwughuwp Y’ 'wwywhnyGup

«EYy Einpyw» 6L «Onyhl pwp»
hhLpwungutpniu Jky:

NLuwunnwywl, Gnhunwuwnnwywl
GL wwnwluGywu JhniphluuGpn

GL puntdpGpne hwdwnp juwnncy
qtngntwd ghubn:

Uhpny Yp uwywubtup d6q:

www.gandzasarour.com
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purgdufie puspinbulilip ne Qo unulsf
Quibpubinne [l ne Upgufup piine-
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lypugpQuatitibipp, flageyu fp gusnljusi; -
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GROUPE PLAZA MANAGEMENT GROUP E

Plya i,

CROWNE PLAZA
MONTREAL AEROPORT
6600, Cote-de-Liesse,
Saint-Laurent | 514-735-5150
www.plazavolare.com

Faclygs,

SALLES DE RECEPTION

ﬁ Holiday Innr

420 Sherbrooke West
Montreal | 514-499-7777
www.la-plaza.ca

. WA \
ANTIQUE
6086 Sherbrooke East

Montreal | 514-255-2922
www.buffetantique.com

EMBASSY

1003 Boul. Curé-Labelle
Laval | 450-781-0606
www.embassyplaza.com

LE CHALLENGER

SALLES DE RECEPTION g

2525 rue des Nations
Saint-Laurent | 514-337-7160
www.challengerpiazza.com

PLAZA

SR LE Lo
UR LE LAC

1 Place De La Belle-Rive

Laval | 450-681-0053
www.plazasurlelac.com

Catering Division
514-965-5823
www.plazapmg.com

Plaza PMG vous offre le service traiteur a |'endroit que vous désirez
Plaza PMG offers outside catering to a location of your choice

www.plazapmg.com [Ki
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Genocide Recognition and a Quest for Justice

In the immediate aftermath of the Armenian Geno-
cide, most of the wretched survivors were scattered
throughout the Middle East. They had no food, no shelter,
and barely the clothes on their back. The first generation of
survivors firmly believed that their nightmare would soon be
over and that they would be able to return to their ances-
tral homeland in Western Armenia, from which they were so
brutally uprooted.

On Aug. 10, 1920, the Treaty of Sévres was signed by
more than a dozen countries, including Great Britain, France,
Italy, Japan, Turkey, and Armenia. These countries, large and
small, committed to restoring justice to the long-suffering
Armenian nation. The Treaty of Sévres recognized Armenia’s
independence and asked U.S. President Woodrow Wilson to
fix the borders between Armenia and Turkey. Unfortunately,
this treaty was never ratified; the European powers aban-
doned their “Little Ally.”

The newly established Republic of Armenia lasted only
two years before being swallowed up by the Soviet Union
and Turkey. The destitute refugees, abandoned to their
tragic fate, were forced to settle down in permanent exile.
In those early years, their first priority was survival, fending
off starvation and disease.

Gradually, they rebuilt their lives, in new homes,
churches, and schools. Engaging in lobbying activities or mak-
ing political demands was the last thing on their minds. Every
April 24, they would commemorate the start of the Armenian
Genocide by gathering in church halls and offering prayers for
the souls of the 1.5 million innocent victims of what was then
known as the “Meds Yeghern,” or Great Calamity.

President Barack Obama, for reasons of political expedi-
ency, revived that old Armenian term in his first two annual
April 24 statements, even though, for the past 60 years,
ever since Raphael Lemkin coined the term “genocide,” Ar-
menians have referred to those mass Kkillings as
“tseghasbanoutyoun” (genocide).

The succeeding generation, particularly after 1965—
the 50th anniversary of the genocide—tried to break the
wall of silence surrounding the greatest tragedy that befell
their nation. Tens of thousands of Armenians, in communi-
ties throughout the world, held protest marches, wrote let-
ters to government officials, and petitioned international or-
ganizations. The Turkish government, along with the rest of
the world, initially turned a deaf ear to Armenian pleas for
recognition of the long-forgotten genocide. But, as media
outlets, world leaders, parliaments of various countries, and
international organizations began acknowledging the geno-
cide, Turkish leaders, astonished that the crimes perpetrated
by their forefathers were still making headlines after so many
decades, began pumping major resources into their cam-
paign of denial, funding foreign scholars to distort the histori-
cal facts, engaging the services of powerful lobbying firms,
and applying political and economic pressure on countries ac-
knowledging the genocide.

Since 1965, the legislatures of more than 20 countries,
including Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Switzerland, Bel-
gium, Greece, Russia, Poland, Argentina, and Uruguay, have
recognized the genocide. Even though it is commonly as-
sumed that the United States has not acknowledged the
genocide, the U.S. House of Representatives in 1975 and
1984 adopted resolutions commemorating the Armenian

By Harut Sassounian

Genocide. On April 22, 1981, President Ronald Reagan is-
sued a presidential proclamation that specifically mentioned
the genocide. The legislatures of 42 out of 50 U.S. states
have adopted resolutions acknowledging the genocide. In
fact, the U.S. government first acknowledged the genocide
back in 1951, in a document submitted to the International
Court of Justice, commonly known as the World Court. Fur-
thermore, the UN Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimi-
nation and Protection of Minorities adopted a report in
1985, prepared by special rapporteur Benjamin Whitaker, ac-
knowledging that the Armenian Genocide met the UN crite-
ria for genocide. The European Parliament also adopted a
resolution in 1987, recognizing the Armenian Genocide. Hun-
dreds of Holocaust and genocide scholars have issued joint
statements confirming the facts of the genocide.

After so many acknowledgments, the Armenian Geno-
cide has become a universally recognized historical fact. Re-
grettably, despite such worldwide recognition, there are still
a few major countries that have not yet recognized it.
Those siding with the Turkish denialist state are not doing
so due to lack of evidence or conviction, but, sadly, because
of political expediency, with the intent of appeasing Turkey.

Armenians no longer need to convince the world that
what took place during the years 1915-23 was in fact “the
first genocide of the 20th century.” However, a simple ac-
knowledgment of what took place and a mere apology
would not heal the wounds and undo the consequences of
the genocide. Armenians are still waiting for justice to be
served with a restoration of their historic rights and the re-
turn of their confiscated lands and properties.

In recent years, lawsuits have been filed in U.S. federal
courts, securing millions of dollars from New York Life and
French AXA insurance companies for unpaid claims to policy-
holders who perished in the genocide. Several more lawsuits
are pending against other insurance companies and banks to
recover funds belonging to victims of the genocide.

In 1915, a centrally planned and executed attempt
was made to uproot from its ancestral homeland and deci-
mate an entire nation, depriving the survivors of their cul-
tural heritage, as well as homes, lands, houses of worship,
and personal properties. A gross injustice was perpetrated
against the Armenian people, which entitles them, as in the
case of the Jewish Holocaust, to just compensation for their
enormous losses.

Restitution can take many forms. As an initial step, the
Republic of Turkey could place under the jurisdiction of the
Istanbul-based Armenian Patriarchate all Armenian churches
and religious monuments that were expropriated and con-
verted to mosques and warehouses or outright destroyed.

In the absence of any voluntary restitution by Turkey,
Armenians could resort to litigation, seeking “restorative jus-
tice.” In considering legal recourse, one should be mindful of
the fact that the Armenian Genocide did neither start nor
end in 1915. Large-scale genocidal acts were committed
starting with Sultan Abdul Hamid’s massacre of 300,000 Ar-
menians from 1894-96; the subsequent killing of 30,000 Ar-
menians in Adana in 1909; and the genocide of 1.5 million
Armenians from 1915-23.

After the genocide, the Republic of Turkey continued
the forced Turkification and deportation of tens of thou-
sands of Armenians. Most of the early leaders of the Turkish
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Republic were high-ranking Ottoman officials who had partici-
pated in perpetrating the genocide. This unbroken succes-
sion in leadership assured the continuity of the Ottomans’
anti-Armenian policies. The Republic of Turkey, as the con-
tinuation of the Ottoman Empire, could therefore be held
responsible for the genocide.

An important document, recently discovered in the
U.S. archives, provides irrefutable evidence that the Republic
of Turkey continued to uproot and exile the remnants of Ar-
menians well into the 1930s, motivated by purely racist rea-
sons. This document is a “Strictly Confidential” cable, dated
March 2, 1934, and sent by U.S. Ambassador Robert P. Skin-
ner from Ankara to the U.S. Secretary of State, reporting
the deportation of Armenians from “the interior of Anatolia
to Istanbul.”

The U.S. ambassador wrote: "It is assumed by most of
the deportees that their expulsion from their homes in
Anatolia is a part of the Government’s program of making
Anatolia a pure Turkish district. They relate that the Turkish
police, in towns and villages where Armenians lived, at-
tempted to instigate local Moslem people to drive the Arme-
nians away. ... The Armenians were told that they had to
leave at once for Istanbul. They sold their possessions re-
ceiving for them ruinous prices. I have been told that cattle
worth several hundred liras a head had been sold for as little
as five liras a head. My informant stated that the Armenians
were permitted to sell their property in order that not one
of them could say that they were forced to abandon it.
However, the sale under these conditions amounted to a
practical abandonment.”

The U.S. ambassador further reported: “The Armeni-
ans were obliged to walk from their villages to the railway
and then they were shipped by train to Istanbul. ... The real
reason for the deportations is unknown. ... It is likely,
though, that their removal is simply one step in the govern-
ment’s avowed policy of making Anatolia purely Turkish.”

In the 1920s and 1930s, thousands of Armenian survi-
vors of the genocide were forced out of their homes in
Cilicia and Western Armenia and relocated elsewhere in Tur-
key or neighboring countries. In the 1940s, these racist poli-
cies were followed by the Varlik Vergisi, the imposition of an
exorbitant wealth tax on Armenians, Greeks, and Jews. And
during the 1955 Istanbul pogroms, many Greeks, as well as
some Armenians and Jews, were killed and their properties

confiscated. This continuation of massacres, genocide, and
deportations highlights the existence of a long-term strat-
egy implemented by successive Turkish regimes from the
1890s to more recent times in order to solve the “Armenian
Question” with finality.

Consequently, the Republic of Turkey is legally liable for
its own crimes against Armenians, as well as those commit-
ted by its Ottoman predecessors. Turkey inherited the as-
sets of the Ottoman Empire and, therefore, must have also
inherited its liabilities.

In recent years, Turkish officials, ignoring the verdicts of
the 1919 Turkish Military Tribunals, have claimed that the Ar-
menian Genocide could not be considered a genocide since
there was not a court verdict to that effect. That argument
was taken away from them once and for all on Dec. 12,
2007, when Switzerland’s Federal Tribunal, the country’s Su-
preme Court, confirmed a lower court’s conviction of Turkish
Party leader Dogu Perincek for denying the Armenian Geno-
cide. This is the first time that the highest court of any coun-
try passed such a judgment on the Armenian Genocide, set-
ting a precedent for all future legal action on the issue.

Finally, since Armenians often refer to their three se-
quential demands from Turkey-recognition of the genocide;
reparations for their losses; and the return of their lands -
Turks have come to believe that by denying the first demand-
recognition-they will be blocking the other two demands that
are sure to follow. Yet, commemorative resolutions adopted
by the legislative bodies of various countries and statements
on the genocide made by world leaders have no force of law,
and therefore no legal consequence. Armenians, Turks, and
others involved in this historical, and yet contemporary, issue
must realize that the recognition of the Armenian Genocide,
or the lack thereof, will neither enable nor deter its considera-
tion by international legal institutions.

Once Turks realize that recognition by itself cannot and
will not lead to other demands, they may no longer persist in
their obsessive denial. Armenians, on the other hand, with-
out waiting for any further recognition, can and should pur-
sue their historic rights through legal channels, such as the
International Court of Justice (where only states have juris-
diction), the European Court of Human Rights, and U.S. Fed-
eral Courts.

Justice, based on international law, must take its
course.
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Shifting the paradigm in Syria

The United States must shift the paradigm on Syria.
Escalating tensions between Syria and Turkey are the latest
indicator that Syria’s crisis is spiraling out of control. With Rus-
sia now pulled into the fray, the conflict has the potential to
escalate significantly. Horrific violence inside Syria has dra-
matically increased civilian death tolls and sparked an expo-
nential rise in refugee flows. The current policy debate
largely focuses on the relative merits of providing (directly or
indirectly) more sophisticated weapons to the opposition
versus the establishment of a protected safe zone in north-
ern Syria. Yet, these tactical military interventions carry sig-
nificant downside risks. The deepening crisis between Syria
and Turkey amid Syria’s worsening civil conflict presents an
important opportunity for U.S. leadership and diplomacy.
Washington should seize on these latest developments to
build a coalition for bringing an end to the violence and es-
tablishing a political solution to the Syrian crisis.

Further militarization of the Syrian conflict would exacer-
bate an already volatile situation on the ground, deepening
and protracting Syria‘s sectarian civil war. Far from providing re-
lief for innocent civilians, fueling the conflict with more arms
risks further endangering civilians. The armed opposition’s in-
ability to unify and its continued radicalization as well as endur-
ing divisions between key patrons, Qatar and Saudi Arabia,
underscore the inherent risks of this option. Differences
among Syria’s various armed opposition groups, not to men-
tion between Arabs and Kurds, could erupt into open hostili-
ties in Syria’s mounting chaos. Meanwhile, jihadist elements,
while still a distinct minority, appear to be gaining influence.

Moreover, the arming process could pose a significant
threat to U.S. national security interests given the difficulty
of ensuring that the arms ultimately do not end up in the
wrong hands. The blowback of U.S. interventions in Iraq in
the 2000s and Afghanistan in the 1980s is a potent reminder
of the risks. Experiences in Iraq and Afghanistan also suggest
that arming the opposition will not necessarily confer greater
U.S. influence on them should they come to power. Time
and again, the United States has been confronted with the
limits of its influence if it was garnered solely by supplying
arms and in the absence of deeper political and strategic
common interests.

Nor does channeling more sophisticated weaponry to
the armed rebels guarantee that they will gain a strategic
edge over the regime. Iran, Hezbollah, and Russia - the Syr-
ian regime’s primary patrons - would likely meet such an es-
calation with a commensurate upping of the ante. Already,
Tehran has doubled down on its support for the regime
since mid-July when the rebels mounted a successful attack
against key elements of the regime and escalated the battle
in Damascus and Aleppo. Likewise, Hezbollah has provided
greater support to the Assad regime, reportedly sending
fighters to train and possibly fight alongside the shabiha, Syr-
ia’s sectarian paramilitary forces.

Establishing a safe zone in northern Syria will require a
significant U.S. military commitment. The United States will
necessarily need to play a leading role in disabling Syria’s
complex air defense systems, including batteries south of Da-
mascus. Moreover, a safe zone will require a military presence
(possibly Turkish or Arab) on the ground to defend the area.
U.S. military involvement in Syria, even if limited to air strikes,
likely would catalyze jihadist involvement in Syria, drawing
more foreign fighters into an arena in which the United
States is directly engaged.

Rather than pursue military options, the United States
needs to build a broad-based coalition for a peaceful transi-
tion in Syria. It should seek to create conditions that will al-

By Mona Yacoubian

ter the dynamic from militarization to diplomacy. The United
States must resist the temptation to join a sectarian battle
that threatens to engulf the region. It should tamp down
sectarian tensions across the region, not play into them by
viewing Syria solely via a sectarian prism that pits the region’s
Sunni powers against the arc of Shiite influence spear-
headed by Iran.

Instead, the United States must rise above the vio-
lence and help provide a way out of the crisis. Washington
should leverage the latest escalations - both inside Syria and
regionally - to assert its leadership via NATO and the United
Nations and shift the dynamic regionally and globally. It
should seek to turn the real danger of a regional war into an
opening for regional and global diplomacy backed by the
credible threat of force via Article 5 of the NATO treaty
should these efforts fail.

Several developments suggest the Syrian crisis may be
at a turning point that translates to an opportunity for diplo-
macy. Certainly, the ratcheting up of tensions between Tur-
key, Syria, and Russia is the most prominent element. In ad-
dition, hostilities along the Lebanese border are mounting,
while Hezbollah has deepened its involvement inside Syria. A
recent threat by a Free Syrian Army commander to strike
Hezbollah in its Beirut stronghold underscores the potential
for broader instability. Hezbollah’s recent drone flight over Is-
rael raises the specter of an even wider conflagration. Mean-
while, Irag has raised concerns that Syria’s jihadist elements
are invigorating Sunni extremists in Iraq (and vice versa). Jor-
dan is bearing the stress of major refugee flows, stretching
an already-taxed infrastructure and adding to the kingdom’s
mounting internal pressures.

Inside Syria, recent intra-Alawite clashes in the Assads’
hometown hint at a possible shift away from the regime
within the Alawite community. The internecine fighting
among major Alawite clans suggests that the Alawites could
be fracturing under pressure of the growing conflict with
some key elements opting to abandon the regime. Uncon-
firmed rumors of Alawite military defections, if proven true,
would be another indicator. At the same time, a softening of
the opposition Syrian National Council’s (with its admittedly
minimal relevance in Syria today) position on transition by al-
lowing that regime elements “without blood on their hands”
could play a role, could provide the glimmer of an opening
to a broader transition process.

The United States, together with its European allies,
NATO, and the United Nations, must seize on these deve-
lopments to work toward reversing the destructive dynam-
ics at play inside Syria and threatening the region. Keying off
these threats, Washington should take a leading role in
launching a broad international effort, including Russia and
China, to cease the violence and work toward a political
transition in Syria. The structure and sequencing of this
endeavor will no doubt be difficult. The venue might be an
international conference alongside a regional forum that
leverages the “Islamic Quartet” launched by Egyptian Presi-
dent Mohamed Morsi. Gaining the buy-in of key
stakeholders, in the region and globally, will be essential.
Standing behind this diplomatic effort is the very real possibil-
ity of NATO involvement in the conflict under Article 5 if
hostilities between Syria and Turkey accelerate. But if suc-
cessful, this effort could shift the long and difficult process of
Syria’s transition from one driven by violence to one driven
by politics and diplomacy.

Mona Yacoubian is a Senior Advisor on the Middle East
at the Stimson Center.
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Keeping
it Real

Text Azzie Mekhitarian

- L Senior editor
Photo Courtesy of E! Entertainment

and Kardashian family archives

Whether you love them or hate them, when you hear the name Kardashian, chances are you
have an opinion about them. The media has fallen under their enchantment, exasperatingly follow-
ing every move they make. They are given more media coverage than any other celebrity, more
magazine covers, more television shows and more interviews, all due to the tremendous response
they garner every time they make an appearance. They have become a new type of American roy-
alty. How did they become so successful? After all, they were not heiresses to an enormous fortune,
nor do they have any particular talents. But they have managed to masterfully manipulate the all-
important PR machine and thus have become ubiquitous in pop culture. Their colossal success says
more about the current state of pop culture than about the Kardashian family. The bottom line is the
Kardashian brand sells, and the public has been eating it up. But what exactly are they selling, who
are these sultry girls, why is the public so interested in their lives and what does their popularity say
about us? Well, who better to answer some of these questions than the outspoken sister of the pack
- Khloe Kardashian.
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Lamar Odom and Khloe on their
wedding day, September 27, 2009

The television landscape has
changed over the past decade with
scripted entertainment being domi-
nated by reality shows. With this new
paradigm shift, our understanding of
entertainment has been distorted from
watching someone’s creative vision
come to life on television to watching
someone’s private daily existence dis-
played for the world. We have become
a culture of voyeurs, taking pleasure in
watching the mundane exaggerated
for the sake of ratings, with each
show full of hyper-sexualized, overly-
processed personalities that have been
spun through the PR machine and spit
out as instant celebrities. And although
we are far past the point of no return
when it comes to reality being twisted
into knots and presented as some hy-
brid type of entertainment, we just
cant seem to get enough of the
Kardashian girls. When Keeping Up
with the Kardashians first premiered, it
was assumed that it too would have its
15 minutes of fame, make some
money and quietly disappear into the
abyss of once popular reality shows. No
one imagined that seven years later it
would become the highest paid reality
show with a monumental deal of $40
million, spawn several spin-offs like
Khloe & Lamar and Kim & Kourtney
Take New York, and become an em-
pire with popular product lines spread
across the world. The Kardashians
seem to have mastered the art of
keeping the public interested and the

Khioe age five in a family photo with her father and siblings

much coveted skill of keeping ratings
high. They are famous just for being
famous. They have truly been a
firestorm of unprecedented success,
and Khloe Kardashian is at the center
of this storm and loving every minute
of it. She is known as the say-it-as-you-
see-it sister. Viewers seem to respond
to her boisterous personality positively
and more often than not fans will pro-
fess that Khloe is their favorite of the
clan. As we chat about fame and the
advantages and disadvantage of it, I
begin to understand why fans often
say they relate most to Khloe. As pre-
pared and scripted as most celebrities
are for interviews, Khloe Kardashian
comes across as an authentically hon-
est person. "When I first did the show
I had no idea anyone was going to like
me because I am very blunt and hon-
est or because I have a very big per-
sonality. I don't filter myself. I am who
I am, and I don't really make apologies
for who that is,” she says. It appears
that her personality comes across so
well on television that viewers have
begun to separate Khloe as distinct
from the rest of the Kardashians, con-
sidering her a bit more real, a bit more
like them.

Khloe has managed to navigate
her fame in a way that makes sure that
she appears glamorous yet down to
earth and familiar to many of her fans.
She does not fit into the stereotypical
image of an unrealistically skinny model-
type celebrity. On the contrary, she is

considered, for the entertainment
world, a big girl. But this big girl who is
not shy about talking about her weight
was just on the cover of Cosmopolitan
magazine. “I was floored when I was
asked to do the cover of Cosmo. It re-
ally was an honor, especially because
most people who are on the cover are
a size zero or two. When they asked
me I was a little surprised. I'm proud to
show off my curves. I'm proud to be
who I am and stay true to me. With
the pressures of this industry it's so
easy to fall into that cycle of going on
a crazy diet, lose weight really fast, get
plastic surgery or basically eat air and
drink water. I'm proud of myself for
standing up for real women. ” She
continues, “I have such a strong family
base. Having a strong heritage, I am
Armenian, my father always drove into
us that family is first and family is every-
thing. I think knowing that, I always
knew no matter what, what size I am
or how tall I am, I will always have that
family unit that will love me.”

In fact, Khloe seems to be speak-
ing to the realities of many young
women, whether it is about weight
and the pressures of fitting into Holly-
wood’s ideal of beauty or about the
recently much-publicized issue of being
bullied. The way she addresses these
issues shows that she is edgy, sharp,
provocative and speaks from the heart.
“I was bullied my entire life,” she re-
calls, "I was always compared to my sis-
ters. I was a very thin kid but during
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the 0.]. trial years I got much chub-
bier, and I think that had to do with
the stress in my family, being sent back
and forth between parents. There was
just so much going on, and I was an
emotional eater. I was always teased
and tormented and it kind of made me
have a thick skin.” During the infamous
0.]. Simpson trial Khloe was a child,
but the lessons of that era have
stayed with her into adulthood. Her fa-
ther, Robert Kardashian, who passed
away in 2003, was a close friend and
attorney for 0.]J. Simpson. “When I
look back now I would say the one
thing I learned would be the founda-
tion of loyalty and true friendship. My
father and 0.]. went to USC together
and they were best friends; they were
even roommates at one time. Learning
those characteristics about my father
that I might not have known because
he passed away when I was so young,
that’s kind of inspiring because that’s
the kind of person I am. I am loyal until
the end, and I really respect that
about him,” Khloe says. The O0.].
Simpson trial really put the Kardashian
name onto the public radar. But it was
Kim Kardashian’s widely viewed video
of an intimate moment with her boy-
friend that solidified the Kardashian
clan as a novelty of posh west coast
lifestyle, a novelty that should have
passed into oblivion much like other so-
cialites’ moments of fame. But the
Kardashian’s unique looks, not to men-
tion the matriarch’s public relations
savvy, kept the name in the public long
enough for people to find some things
to criticize, some things to hate and
some things to like about the family. In
short, Kris Jenner found a way to keep
the public vested in the future of
these unconventional beauties. She
found a niche market for what they
had to offer, the ultimate storyline for a
culture of voyeurism — young, exotic,
rich and playful women who offered
the world a glimpse into the realities of
their California lifestyle. The girls repre-
sented the epitome of contemporary
culture as mixed kids born to an Arme-
nian father and an American mother
who grew up in a social circle that was
full of very successful and famous peo-
ple. Although it is clearly Kris Jenner’s
business sense that has catapulted the
Kardashians into reality world fame,
Khloe states, “Our business sense
started with our father. People defi-
nitely perceive us as bratty rich girls,
but my dad, from the day that we
turned 16, pushed us to get jobs and
we had to work on the weekends. We
always had curfews; we were never al-

“I’m not saying I moved mountains, but I think
that if I have some sort of voice and it’s
important to me and my culture, I want to help
as much as I can,”” Kardashian says about
playing a role in Genocide recognition.

lowed to be out later than 10, maybe
11. If I wanted something and I was
under 16, I had to wash the car.
We've always had chores, we've al-
ways had responsibilities. Kim and I
both worked for my dad’s company. I
was a secretary and I slowly moved up
to having other responsibilities and the
same with Kim. We've always had jobs.
We had a great work ethic, even in
the summertime; we were never al-
lowed to sleep in past ten o’clock even
if we had nothing to do. Our mother,
now that our father is gone, keeps
that work ethic. My mom believes in us
so much that it makes us believe in
ourselves even more. Having your
mother as your manager is kind of like a
double-edged sword.

Of course you fight or bicker
more because it's your mother, but
definitely no one would believe in us
more than our mom does.”

By recently devoting an entire
episode of Khloe & Lamar to the Arme-
nian Genocide, in a span of half an
hour, Khloe was able to draw the at-
tention of millions of viewers to the is-
sue of the Armenian Genocide, garner-
ing responses from Armenians and non-
Armenians alike. Clarifying her inten-
tions with that episode she says, “My
father was very vocal about it. Even
today when an actual event in history
is not recognized, the way people do
not recognize the Armenian Genocide,
it bothers me, and I wanted to do
that episode in honor of my father. It
was crazy how everything worked out.
My husband, Lamar, was offered to
play in Turkey, and I understand that
the Turkish people of today had noth-
ing to do with it, but still no one is
speaking up, and I really had to speak
up and give him my concerns. I am a
proud Armenian, and I don’t want
people to think that because Lamar is
playing for a Turkish team that I am
going against my heritage. I'm really
proud that I did it. I did teach a lot of
people. People were saying they had
never heard about an Armenian Geno-
cide and because of the show they
learned about it. I even heard, via

Twitter, that the following week some
schools were actually teaching some of
their classes about the Armenian Geno-
cide because so many of the students
were asking about it. I'm not saying I
moved mountains, but I think that if I
have some sort of voice and it's impor-
tant to me and my culture, I want to
help as much as I can.” With an aver-
age of 2.5 million viewers, over seven
million Twitter followers and six million
Facebook fans, Khloe Kardashian may
have moved a great number of people
by her episode devoted to the Arme-
nian Genocide. The Kardashians are of-
ten criticized for how they became fa-
mous, questioned about why they are
famous and judged with a harshness
reserved for tabloids, but it is clear that
they have brought with them, on this
ride of a lifetime, their pride in their Ar-
menian heritage and a determination
to prove critics and doubters wrong.
Recently, Khloe made some com-
ments about modern womanhood that
had talk show hosts in a frenzy about
the role of a modern wife. Khloe
moved with her husband, NBA star
Lamar Odom, to Dallas when he was
unexpectedly traded to the Mavericks.
Many questioned her decision to give
up her highly successful life in California
to support Lamar’s career. Her re-
sponse was that she is a modern
woman, and she supports her hus-
band. The blogosphere and talk shows
lit up with comments about the ab-
surdity of a modern woman giving up
her lifestyle to follow her husband’s ca-
reer. When I asked her about this she
was clearly ready to answer. “I hold my
marriage incredibly high, family to me is
number one and will always be number
one, and it was never a question;
wherever Lamar goes, I am his wife
and I will support him. It's just some-
thing that is embedded in me.” Citing
her heritage as a defining factor in her
understanding of family and values she
continues, explaining, “Those types of
things aren’t questioned, it’s just what
you do. Like, I cook for my husband
every night. That's not a question, it's
just something I do. You just make
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time for it.” Without putting much
thought into this simple answer, she
has redefined who the modern Ameri-
can woman is for popular culture. It
has shaken the notion that pop cul-
ture is averse to traditional roles and al-
lows for a more lenient understanding
of what is considered modern. It may
sound like an overstatement, but talk
show hosts were fiercely debating the
merits of Khloe’s comments on modern
womanhood and as is common for talk
shows, building an artificial narrative —
the false dichotomy of either being ul-
tra cold and modern or ultra suffo-
cated and traditional. It put Khloe on
the defensive, explaining her support
for her husband. Recently, the couple
moved back to California where Lamar
will be playing for the team he was
originally drafted by, the Los Angeles
Clippers.

Everybody knows that with fame
comes a price. To be constantly
judged and criticized can take a toll on
even the strongest individual. Khloe
has had her share of this twisted part
of fame as her husband has been the
target of harsh criticisms about his less
than stellar basketball season. Lamar
Odom'’s career seemed to be derailed
by his reality star-filled life. His perform-
ance on the court suffered, and many
blamed his life with wife Khloe and the
constant presence of camera crews.
Khloe is quick to defend her husband.
“People like to speculate about any-
thing. Lamar was filming Keeping up
with the Kardashians and Khloe &
Lamar season one when he won his
first two championships for the Lakers,
as well as the first to be awarded Sixth
Man of the Year in team history. So he
did all that while he was filming. Every-

body’s entitled to a bad season.” Stay-
ing away from the barrage of negativ-
ity has become a norm for Khloe, who
avoids reading tabloids and hearing the
gossip about her life. The couple made
the decision to not sign on for a third
season of their highly successful show
Khloe & Lamar. Khloe will still be filming
Keeping up with the Kardashians,
working on the Sears Kardashian
Kollection and will, in collaboration with
Lamar, launch a limited edition fra-
grance for the holiday season called
Untouchable Joy. “It's such a blessing
that we are able to have this journey
together,” she says. “We are always
appreciative; I think our father instilled
that in us. You have to be appreciative
because everything can stop in a blink
of an eye.”

The monumental sensation of
the Kardashian brand is telling about
what piques the interests of modern
society. The Kardashian reality, their
popularity and personas, have blurred
the line between what is attainable for
the average viewer. It is in this grey
area that the Kardashians have built
their empire. From the moment the
public had a vested interest in them,
whether that interest included wishing
they would fail, watching their lives un-
fold in front of the world, or taking
fashion cues from them, in that mo-
ment the Kardashians became a pop
culture phenomenon, perhaps saying
more about the state of popular cul-
ture than about themselves. “As of
now, it's just a way of life and as long
as we are blessed enough to have
people who want to watch our show,
we are having fun, and until it's not
fun anymore we don’t want to stop,”
she explains. It is undeniable that the

Kardashians have become a brand that
sells everything from television shows
to nail polish. Every move they make,
every place they eat, every outfit they
wear suddenly becomes a craze. Ex-
ecutives and product managers are
aware of the Kardashian value and are
willing to pay hefty sums to tie the
name to their products. The money
seems to flow with every move they
make. Perhaps you can contest the so-
cial value of the Kardashians’ success,
question the reason for their fame,
judge their apparent lack of talent, but
their popularity and their monetary
value cannot be contested. And if in
modern society we judge the signifi-
cance of something by its monetary
value, then the Kardashians have most
definitely proven they are very signifi-
cant.
(This article was first published
in Yerevan magazine’s
October 2012 issue)

Building an Empire

- Keeping Up With the
Kardahsians first aired in 2007.
According to Neilson ratings, it
averages over 3 million viewers
per episode.

- It has lead to numerous spin-
offs including Khloe & Lamar,
Kourtney & Kim Take New York,
Khloe & Kim Take Miami, and The
Spin Crowd. There is another
possible spin-off focusing on the
two younger sisters, Kendell
Jenner and Kylie Jenner, whose
personal blogs and modeling ca-
reers have increased their popu-
larity along with their chances of
getting their own show. In 2012,
the family signed a record-break-

ing $40 million deal with E! for
three more seasons of Keeping
Up with the Kardashians.

- Keeping Up With the
Kardashians and its spin-offs con-
sistently lead to record numbers
of viewers for E!. The network
brought in a record-breaking
10.5 million viewers for Kim's
wedding special. The season two
finale of Kourtney & Kim Take
New York drew 4.5 million view-
ers, El's third most-watched
show in history.

- Khloe & Lamar premiered
with 2.5 million viewers and re-
mained a ratings favorite for E!.

- Khloe, Kourtney and Kim'’s
book, Kardashian Konfidential
debuted at number four on the

New York Times Bestseller list.

- The Kardashian’s have a list
of over 30 products to their
names; including skin care prod-
ucts, nail polish, their own de-
signer bathing suit line, clothes,
sunless tanning products, shoes,
perfumes and workout videos.
Kim made Forbes Magazine’s
“The World’s Most Powerful Ce-
lebrities” list at number seven
with $18 million.

- Kim is paid as much as
$50,000 per appearance. In
2009 she was paid $25,000 per
hour to party at Tao nightclub in
Las Vegas. It is rumored that the
family was paid $600,000 to host
a 2012 New Year’s Eve party at
Tao.
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How to Choose the Right School in Armenia

Introduction

Education is essential in a human
being’s life. Therefore, choosing the
right school is one of the most impor-
tant and exigent tasks for parent. In
some countries, one has a variety of
choices, and in others, one must
search more. As a parent and a
teacher, I believe it is a strenuous task
because a parent’s decision will affect
the child for the rest of his life. So
then, how and where do we start?
What are the steps to take in order to
find the “right” school in Armenia?

For young families living in Arme-
nia, parents have a hard time search-
ing and finding the right school for
their child, since there are many con-
cerns. Parents must look into different
aspects, such as the state of the
school’s building, the proximity, the
schools administration’s stand on edu-
cation and discipline, the school’s poli-
cies and the staff’s efficiency.

The purpose of this paper is to
guide parents, and especially diasporan
parents living in Armenia, to take the
necessary steps to choose the right
school. It begins with a brief historical
background of the school system in Ar-
menia. Then, I will present a little
overview of some problems that still
hinder the advancement of schools.
This background is essential, since in
order to take the steps, one must un-
derstand the system’s parameters. Af-
ter which, I will show the steps, from
different sources, with full descriptions
and their benefits and disadvantages
that apply in Armenia. Lastly, I will
present some solutions that I think
would cater best to Yerevan’s school
system.

Literature Review

According to Perkins (2001),
when Armenia was part of the Soviet
Union, it excelled in a very high educa-
tion system and the evolving economic
aspect helped for it to grow. However,
after the collapse, many features
changed and the education system has
since suffered. Moreover, there was a
dramatic fall in the economy of the
new country, which in turn, could not
have helped the education system.
Therefore, since Armenia’s Independ-
ence of 1991, little expenditures have
been allocated for general education.
(Perkins, 2001) Thankfully, high enrol-

By Tamar Kabassakalian

ment rates have been maintained and
schools continue to operate. However,
many problems are at risk for the level
of education that is offered to our chil-

dren.  These problems vary from
teachers’ salaries to the success en-
tailed for the student. According to
Perkins, the following setbacks delay
the improvement of schools in Arme-
nia:

The non-maintenance of school
buildings that are threatening health
and safety.

Meagre teaching conditions.

Lack of resources in schools and
for the teacher training.

The non-uniformity of school cur-
ricula, standards, classroom processes
and assessment.

These setbacks and many others
rely on budgetary issues. Plus, accord-
ing to Dr. Haiyan’s (2008) report, to
these problems another is added: ab-
senteeism. Absenteeism, or school
wastage, as stated in the title of his re-
port, has always been and remains a
serious problem within the schools of
Armenia.

Armenia’s school system is in fact
well grounded and has a new 10-year
plan that was effective as of 2006. In
this new structure, new reforms, ac-
cording to the country’s needs, have
been put into place. Many changes
have been implemented; one of which
that education is compulsory until
grade nine, instead of grade eight.
This covers Elementary and Middle
schools. High school is from grade 10
to 12, and the first grade 12 gradu-

ates were in June 2012. This is a big
transition that poses a lot of restruc-
turing and challenges. There is also a
new curriculum that caters until grade
12. Moreover, World Bank finances
teacher-training programs to ensure
that teachers will follow and apply the
new curriculum standards. Above and
beyond these many changes, is added
a national standardized assessment sys-
tem (Haiyan, 2008).

According to Webley (2011)
from Time magazine, choosing the
right school is the second most impor-
tant decision; the first being whether
to have the child or not. Webley bases
her article on Tyre’s book “The Good
School” by presenting seven factors to
consider that effect this important de-
cision. Three of the factors are worth
mentioning. (1) The establishment of a
good relationship  between the
Teacher and the child, especially from a
young age. (2) The stress put on lan-
guage, vocabulary building, with stories
and books and the importance of
math. Lastly, (3) the teachers’ effi-
ciency. A great teacher goes beyond
the curriculum and can even acceler-
ate the learning process in students.
These are signs that make a great
school. Moreover, adding to this list, (4)
a great teacher passes on the joy of
learning, which stimulates the student
to learn more. However, evidently, this
is not easily evaluated nor detected
when searching for the best school.
Nevertheless, on this level, a parent
can definitely search (5) within the
school community in order to find out
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about the school’s reputation. Reading
about a school is one thing, however
searching deeper is essential (Webley,
2011). And this is done by asking
around (How to evaluate and choose a
school, 2007). The third factor is also
mentioned in another article and is
classified under school characteristics;
whereby the school’s philosophy, ap-
proaches, policies, resources and facili-
ties should all be researched by the
parent. Needless to say, that (6) a few
visits at the school will enlighten the
parent on many levels and will aid to
collect answers. (How to evaluate and
choose a school, 2007). According to
this report, this difficult decision is at-
tached to the (7) child, the family and
schools. The child’s personality and
learning methods will affect the choice.
With this, already, a parent should dis-
tinguish the child’s needs as to alterna-
tive or traditional school systems. The
family’s values and the tuition are also
important considerations.

The second point mentioned
above by Webley (2011) about making
sure that the school puts a stress on
vocabulary building is very important.
“Indeed, language is a critical compo-
nent of all sound education” and
“Schooling plays a critical role in lan-
guage development because it pro-
motes the development of language
skills...” (Cloud, Genesee, & Hamayan,
2000). Since according to Cloud et al,
language is of great importance on
two facets: success in school and suc-
cess once graduated, for the outside
world. Therefore starting the vocabu-
lary building at a young age is very
helpful, not to say essential. Moreover,
simply one language is not enough!

Immersion, bilingual or enriched
education programs offer the student
endless possibilities of advancement
and development of the cognitive ac-
tivity. Cloud, Genesee and Hamayan
(2000) believe that strong language
skills are essential and learning with two
languages has many benefits; such as
Educational, Cognitive, Socio-cultural,
and even Economic benefits. (8) Par-
ents should also ask about the school’s
stand on other languages and how
they are taught.

As this paper has shown, and as
it is obvious to many, choosing the
right school in any country is one of
the most difficult tasks that a parent
needs to go through before the child
enters Grade One. And the steps to
take in order to complete this task, in
any country, are mostly similar. How-
ever, since this paper focuses more on
the ones that relate to Armenia, it is

important to mention school wastage,
or absenteeism (Haiyan, 2008). It is
imperative that when searching the
right school, a parent asks (9) if this
problem is present in that school and
how the school deals with it. Are there
any consequences for such acts?
These types of rules should also be
part of their school policy. It is related
to disciplinary actions that absolutely
need to be taken into consideration.

Proposed Solutions

The Ministry of Education or
Policy Makers should hold a School
Expo during the school year and invite
all the schools (private and public) to
participate. This way, parents can have
all the options under one roof to start
their school selection search. This
would be an excellent opportunity for
them to understand the school sys-
tem, search for the right school, ask
questions and finally to be able to draft
or make a final decision.

As schools in Armenia are gov-
erned by the Ministry of Education, I
believe that another body of experts
must take on this responsibility to
structure the schools and maintain the
uniformity. Such a system is possible by
creating school boards according to
their district and sector. These boards
must draft the school reforms and
work closely with the Ministry of Edu-
cation who in turn must be an expert
in the field. This partnership should en-
tail programs that are to be followed
by each school. The schools must an-
swer to their respective boards in de-
veloping and maintaining uniformity in
their programs, maintaining a compe-
tent staff and efficiency in assessing
students.

Moreover, these schools should
offer options, especially when it con-
cerns advanced programs and lan-
guages. The English language, being
the international language, should oc-
cupy a greater place in their educa-

References

tion, in order to allow students to have
more options once graduated. Fur-
thermore, create bilingual schools; real
bilingual schools by international stand-
ards. Meaning that the program should
reflect the understanding and use of
the two languages. Plus, the second
language should be English. Or at least
give parents a choice between Russian
and English. Learning in a bilingual envi-
ronment increases greatly the develop-
ment of cognitive activity and broad-
ens one’s future. Nonetheless, since
these options are not offered at the
moment, an immediate solution is find-
ing a good language school or a good
tutor to learn the other language.

Conclusion
Lastly, with the new reforms
mentioned earlier, there is hope since
Policy Makers and the Ministry of Edu-
cation are trying to implement regula-
tions. Plus there is hope because there
is now an emergence of new private
schools, with international standards

and IB programs.

To conclude, the difficult task in
choosing the right school for children is
the most important decision since it af-
fects his whole life. But, having a vari-
ety of choice is of essence and unfor-
tunately the situation in Armenia does
not yet offer it. Since basic education
is not enough, especially with the lan-
guage barrier, many parents seek out-
side help, pay more, in order for their
children’s language proficiency in all
four skills develops simultaneously.
However, the tools are present, since
language experts exist, policy makers
have worked on a new curriculum and
different types of schools, so long as
the instruction of the basic subjects
are in Armenian, are encouraged. In 20
years of independence, Armenia has
been able to make great leaps on
many levels. Therefore, enhancing the
schools’ systems is not utopic and very
possible.
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OPERATION HAYASDAN

My story is not unique in circumstances, with parents
born in Beirut and deciding that a better future lay for them-
selves and their children in Toronto. That is the first city I
opened my eyes in and the one that shaped my identity, my
narrative - steeped on diasporan soil. Like my parents before
me, I have been brought up both loving and appreciating my
place of birth while knowing it was not of our own happy
choosing nor one that came into fruition organically. The
fate of forced migration carries with it the faintest whiff of
an exhausted psyche, a badge of weakness on your lapel.
That weakness can become an element to rally around and
turn instead into a badge of honour and pride- show every-
one that you have beat the odds, we are still not only alive
but flourishing. Burn in hell Talaat.

The oddmaker at the games table would not lay their
chips on us- how we have remained Armenian around the
world. How we have planted vibrant clusters of school,
church and community centre where we learn, worship and
perform in our native tongue. Just look at us. We discuss
our history in the same language that wove its plotline, sing
hymns using ancient, original scores and keep Komitas and
Khatchaturian in our arm’s reach. We have newspapers and
television programs. We are a young and strong voice in our
city’s upper office, impactful behind the scenes.

We have succeeded to keep our culture alive, our lan-
guage on our lips and our letters at our fingertips. I myself
read, write and speak Armenian with a certain intimate profi-
ciency that I am proud of. Now let the irony waft over as I
confess that English would have to be the language that I
would need to attempt and express myself eloquently with
these few, modest words. I would be sad to admit that I
am uncertain that I could do my thoughts justice in my na-
tive tongue.

Through calculated decisions, first of my parents and
then later my own, I have had every opportunity to be able
to practice my command of the Armenian language. I'm do-
ing alright, but how will my children fare? My parents live
and breathe, love and think in Armenian. I was lucky
through sheer osmosis. How will I be able to pass on to
them something that has collected rust in such close to ideal
a scenario? That's ok - I justify in my mind - there’s our be-
loved Armenian schools. When the time comes, when there
is family and children, I will switch gears and flex the Arme-
nian language skills. I will lead through example with only Ar-
menian at home, dinner talk, small talk, all Armenian. I too,
will then live and breathe, love and think in Armenian. It will
be a diligent, everlasting struggle. It is the constant pre-
sence of this struggle, rather even just the awareness of its
existence that has left deep grooves of self-awareness and
helped form my identity: a proud Armenian who is equally
proud to call Toronto my home.

This all sounds well and cute, but of course I realize
that luck is on my side. Being able to live in a city like To-
ronto has given its Armenian community the chance to co-
exist with fellow Canadians, and to be living examples of the
multicultural mantra that captures the best that the city of-
fers. The Toronto Armenian community is viewed as a suc-
cess story, one that mirrors the endearing qualities that
Canada has been known for. Tolerance, altruism and gene-

By Varak Babian

rosity. Our neat efficiency and careful ambition. I am proud
to live in a city like Toronto, one with an international repu-
tation for nurturing strong and dynamic community bases.
But then I start to wonder about where this is all supposed
to go. Is this all temporary? Are we laying down roots or
flourishing in flower pots?

Recently, I have started an internal monologue with a
battling Armenian narrative. One that sees Armenia not as a
beautiful historic piece of land, nestled between apricots
and constant Ararat eye candy, a young, independent state,
with its population frustrated and ready to explore greener
pastures. Armenia is a piece of land, not perfect and some-
times riddled with not so pleasant realties. But it is mine. It is
mine as much as the 416 is, as much as maple leaves and
Metro Morning. A not so old, but very wise man recently
drew a comparison for me - one of an emergency room vs
an operating room. He explained that rather than treating
our ancestral home with an emergency room approach-
patching it up as it comes in under duress, pumping its chest
and keeping it breathing in intervals - we need to take con-
stant and pre-emptive measures. Take it off the machines
and help it breathe on its own.

Having strong diasporan influences in the world is es-
sential for Armenia’s success. I would argue that the country
in its present state is not yet ready to walk on its own two
feet. Having an Armenian presence, a contemporary and lo-
cal voice in Paris, New York, Toronto and Venice allows for
bridges to be built and for the exchange of ideas and sharing
of practice. As all roads once led to Rome, it is vital for all
Diasporan roads to lead back to Armenia. We have to gain
expertise, gleam expertise and carry it all on our backs - we
must all make the pilgrimage to unpack in Armenia. We will
meet one another, argue and agree, make deals and deliver
upon them.

As our steps cross the bridge, back through Pearson,
Heathrowe or De Gaulle, we cannot forget the importance
of having land under your feet. We cannot make claims on
ancient territory or keep hard fought ones without a pres-
ence. Can it be here, that we look to fellow Armenians who
are not lucky enough to have a place in a multicultural mo-
saic of their own. For our brethren struggling with govern-
ments that do not appreciate them, persecute or punish
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Surviving in the diaspora

A personal moment to reflect is rare to come across in
your busy schedule from the moment you leave your bed-
side in the morning to the minute you plug in your smart
phone to recharge itself for another challenging yet mo-
notonous day. This is the diaspora for us Armenians. We are
compelled to make decisions being part of the agile cycle,
and only decades later, our decisions from the past reflect
the fruits of today.

As Armenians surviving in the diaspora, we are con-
stantly in a battle of trading elements of our culture, music,
language and a lot more that will only be obvious through
time. We trade our mother tongue everytime a non-Arme-
nian marries into our family. We celebrate Halloween with
our kids but forget to mention that we have Paregentan, a
joyous feast before Lent. We proudly embrace the poppy
each November but fail to realize our Religious hero St.
Vartan who fought the Persians for our Christian rights in
451 AD.

All cultures in North America have the right to equally
celebrate and cherish their cultural treasures. Hindu's proudly
celebrate Diwali and invite others to come and learn what
their traditions entail. It saddens me to come from the most
colourful culture with the longest array of historical dates
that can be shared with the world, yet we somehow can't
place ours before the others. We often associate our iden-
tity with that of Arabs or Persians. Our cuisine, instruments,
dances are contrasted, and often concluded that we all
have stolen from one another. This is the uneducated un-
derstanding that we are gypsies of some sort living under
tents, and travelling amidst deserts. The ignorance towards
our own identity is only ours to blame for. Why do we know
endless information about former US presidents but we
can't extend knowledge regarding our recent political his-
tory in Armenia. It crushes all morals when a 40 year old
mom coming from the middle east can write a blog about
American pop culture and TV shows, but can’t mention one
credible Armenian actor, theatrical play or film. The matter
lies not in what you know but why there is no interest to

them? Can we help them return, give them a chance to
succeed in their own home?

What is just as crucial as filling Armenia with its native
children is, for those of us who are not lucky enough to call
it home- for us to create our own little Armenia’s abroad.
Our generation needs to feel the urgency of now. If we are
unable to go to Armenia, carry bricks over and build our
own outpost in the world class cities we are blessed to call
home, then we must make the conscious and constant deci-
sion to live and breathe, love and think in Armenian. If not,
we must be willing to make the decision to complete the cy-
cle - to extend our gaze and return home.

In 20 years, I am hopeful that some of this can be-
come reality. I have every faith in my local Armenian commu-
nity. We will continue to grow stronger and smarter. We will
nurture our Armenian identity and will not only sing and

By Sevag Haroutunian

learn, and better understand our people and share what we
genuinely have with the rest of the world.

There is a disconnect somewhere within our people,
an implication of indifference. The alarming truth is that we
have Armenians who haven't bothered visiting the homeland
after its independence since 1991 but religiously attend pa-
triotic evenings at the Armenian club and swear by the
name of Antranik. Is it that we don't stop to question our
actions or decisions in life ? Or is it that cultural issues aren't
pressing enough for us to alter our everyday habits. The no-
tion of I'm not going out of my way to take my kids to
school or the in vogue caption of "“Why does my kid need to
read or write Armenian, when will they use it anyway?” . Be-
ing able to read and write is being able to connect. We are
fundamentally reducing our readership in Armenian, and for-
bidding those children to be aware of the richness of their
culture. If this lack of dedication and commitment diversifies,
as a culture, our music, lyrics, and poetry will be short-lived.
Inevitably, we can’t have the passion and dedication our par-
ents did, as they were a different generation that made sac-
rifices to bestow the love for our identity.

It feels as if our people are still struggling to survive,
without having a moment to reflect on, what for ? or what
was lost today in return for what we gained ? There are glo-
rious realities of the diaspora, such as financial security, job
security, personal comfort, and peace of mind that keeps us
glazed in the North American system. Adversely, the reality
of losing another soul to the diasporan tide should come
with moral repugnance. We need to question our reasoning
behind the actions made today. Actions start from where we
live, who we interact with, what topics we converse about
over dinner, what is making headlines in Armenian media.
Our days are extremely overloaded that often we forget to
include the Armenian content, or sometimes we simply wish
to unwind (headache free). Yes, being an Armenian is a full
time task, no matter how much you try there is always more
to learn about ourselves and much more to be proud of !

read, but compose and create in Armenian. We will narrate
our second-wave diasporan identity, not only in our learned
language - but our mother tongue as well. We will each
carry a brick with us and lay down mortar on the bridge that
connects us to that same land of apricots and Ararat eye
candy. In 20 years, I hope we all take individual ownership in
the success and prosperity in the land of our forefathers and
commit to a project in Armenia that marries the opportuni-
ties and experience we have gained in our diasporan home
with a passion and interest we have uncovered in our ances-
tral home. In 20 years, I hope to have made my contribution
to the success of our Toronto community- have it flourish
and like its backdrop continue on the path to being first-
class. And I also hope to have the ability and awareness to
complete my residency in the operating room and build
bridges in the process.
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Our amusements division provides
the best in interactive entertainment rentais:

inflatable games * rides * carnival games * video arcade games
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www.kloda.com
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De la Cilicie au sandjak d’Alexandrette,

la double trahison de la France
Suite a des renversements géopolitiques régionaux, la France, en moins de vingt ans
(1921 et 1938), va lacher deux fois les Arméniens dans cette région oit en 1915,
elle avait écrit I'une des pages les plus glorieuses de [’histoire franco-arménienne.

A la fin de I’Empire ottoman, le
sandjak d’Alexandrette, situé entre la
Méditerranée et le Taurus, est une sous-sec-
tion administrative du vaste vilayet
(équivalant du département) d’Alep. Des le
début de la Premiére Guerre mondiale, la
Cilicie et le sandjak d’ Alexandrette sont sous
la direction exclusive de Djemal Pacha,
ministre de la Marine et commandant de la
IVe armée ottomane. L’importance
géostratégique de la région fait craindre aux
autorités jeunes-turques un débarquement
allié. Les populations civiles, arabes et
arméniennes de la région sont soumises a un
sévere régime de guerre (mobilisation,
réquisitions), aggravé par une invasion de
sauterelles suivie d’une terrible famine, par
une politique de persécutions anti-arabes et
anti-arméniennes, ainsi que par le blocus des
flottes anglaise et francaise en Méditerranée.

Le 15 novembre 1916 est créée la
Légion d’Orient, dont le projet a été
longuement négocié par Boghos Nubar
Pacha. Président de la Délégation nationale
arménienne a Paris depuis 1912, il est

persuadé qu’il détient la promesse d’une
Cilicie (le Vilayet d’Adana) autonome sous
protectorat frangais lors du reglement de
paix. Composée d’engagés volontaires et
d’auxiliaires ottomans, en majorité
arméniens, dont les réfugiés en age de porter
des armes consignés dans le camp de Port
Said, elle est placée sous 1’autorité d’une
mission francaise dirigée par le commandant
Romieu. Mais, parallelement en 1916, des
accords secrets anglo-frangais se sont
conclus par un partage futur de la Turquie
d’Asie. L’administration directe de la Zone
bleue (la cote syrienne, la Cilicie, I’ Arménie,
le Kurdistan) a été attribuée a la France.

A partir de septembre 1918, la Légion
d’Orient participe aux combats menés par
les Anglais du général Allenby pour la
conquéte de la Palestine. Apres 1’armistice
de Moudros (30 octobre 1918), les troupes
anglo-francaises, renforcées par les bataillons
de la Légion arménienne — détachée en
novembre 1918 de la Légion d’Orient —,
débarquent a Alexandrette, suivent la retraite
des troupes turques dans un pays en plein

chaos. Le rapatriement des milliers de
déportés arméniens de Syrie et de
Mésopotamie se heurte aux dures réalités du
terrain et a la résistance des populations
musulmanes. Cependant, malgré d’immenses
difficultés, les réfugiés arméniens sont
recasés et la vie reprend en Cilicie sous la
protection de I’armée francaise et de la
Légion arménienne.

La rébellion de Mustafa Kemal et la
montée brutale du nationalisme turc contre
les revendications territoriales des Grecs, des
Arméniens et des Kurdes, 1’installation de la
Grande assemblée nationale de Turquie a
Ankara, la formation de 1’axe Ankara-
Moscou, le refus du traité de Seévres, la
défaite de I’armée grecque a Sakarya (aoft-
septembre 1921) amenent la France,
empétrée en Syrie face a 1’émir Faycgal, a
renoncer a la Cilicie. En dépit de la lutte
héroique des Arméniens de Hadjine et de
Aintab contre les forces kémalistes, par
«I’accord Franklin-Bouillon» signé a Ankara
le 20 octobre 1921, la France s’engage a
évacuer la Cilicie, a I’exception du sandjak

L’épisode de la résistance des
Arméniens des villages du Musa Dagh
(Djebel Musa ou Mont Moise) est célebre.
Refusant de se soumettre aux ordres de
déportation en 1915, les Musadaghtsis,
assiégés par ’armée turque, sont sauvés et
évacués par des unités de la marine frangaise
patrouillant dans la région. Le 12 et 13
septembre 1915, 4 000 hommes, femmes et
enfants sont recueillis par les navires de
guerre frangais — le Dessaix, 1’Amiral
Charner, la Foudre, le Guichen, le D’Estrée —
alertés par des fumées de détresse s’élevant
de la cote. Ces événements ont inspiré le
célebre roman de I’écrivain autrichien Franz
Werfel, Les Quarante jours de Musa Dagh
(1933), traduit en francais et édité par Albin
Michel en 1936. A cette occasion, les
Arméniens de Paris feront un accueil
enthousiaste a I’écrivain et a son épouse
Alma Mabhler, et Haratch consacrera une
page entiere a Franz Werfel et a la réception

La résistance des Arméniens du Musa Dagh

organisée en son honneur (25 février 1936).
Mais cette opération humanitaire, a
I’honneur des officiers de la marine frangaise,
ne fait pas I’'unanimité des Alliés et c’est a la
suite d’un arrangement temporaire que les
autorités britanniques acceptent d’interner
dans un camp situé a Port-Said, en Egypte,

les 912 hommes, 1 296 femmes et 1 875 en-
fants arméniens qui ont été recueillis.

Dzovinar Kévonian,
Réfugiés et diplomatie humanitaire,
Paris, Publication de la Sorbonne, 2004.
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Certains des villages du Musa Dagh conservent jusqu’a aujourd’hui des vestiges de leurs anciens habitants arméniens...
comme a Yogunoluk, ou 1’église construite en 1896 a été bizarrement surmontée d’une mosquée

d’Alexandrette, et reconnait de facto le
gouvernement d’Ankara. Les promesses
turques de respect «du droit des minorités»,
comme les paroles lénifiantes du général
Gouraud, ne peuvent empécher le désarroi et
la panique des Arméniens et des autres
minorités, qu’elles soient chrétiennes ou
alaouites. Ils sont plus de 100 000 a fuir et a
gagner en quelques mois la Syrie et le Liban,
ol la position de la France mandataire a été
renforcée. Cet exode de réfugiés devenus
apatrides est La Passion de la Cilicie, pour
reprendre le titre du livre de Paul du Véou
(Paris, 1937).

De 1921 a 1936, date du traité franco-
syrien par lequel la Syrie accede, en théorie,
a I’indépendance, le sandjak d’Alexandrette,
le Hatay des Syriens qui y sont majoritaires,
connait un régime administratif spécial. En
janvier 1937, des négociations ont lieu a
Geneve entre la France et la Turquie :
désormais, le sandjak jouit de I’autonomie,
est englobé dans le systéme monétaire et
économique syrien et des élections doivent y
avoir lieu. Mais des incidents graves vont les
empécher et se solder par un nouvel accord
militaire franco-turc (juillet 1938), qui irrite
les Syriens et les Arméniens du sandjak sans
satisfaire les Turcs.

Tandis que I’imminence de la guerre

entre la France et I’ Allemagne hitlérienne se
précise en Europe, la diplomatie francaise
cherche dans un ultime sursaut a réaliser une
alliance défensive tripartite avec 1’ Angleterre
et la Turquie. Pour gagner 1’adhésion de la
Turquie qui, en définitive, restera neutre
durant la Seconde Guerre mondiale, la France
lui cede le sandjak d’Alexandrette (28 juin
1938). Ce jeu de dupes au mépris des droits
de la Syrie a pour conséquence le dernier
exode collectif des Arméniens. Ils sont 14
000, “préts a s’expatrier”, selon les sources
francaises, 30 000, selon les sources
arméniennes, qui abandonnent leurs terres
ancestrales. Une exception notoire est celle
du village de Vakif, avec son église devenue
en quelque sorte une butte-témoin du passé.
Les Musadaghtsis évacuent leurs six villages
durement reconquis en 1918. Bon nombre de
ces nouveaux réfugiés sont réinstallés sous
des tentes, au Liban — a Tyr et a Anjar —, par
les Frangais. Plus tard, le camp d’Anjar
deviendra un riche terroir agricole célebre
pour ses pommes. D’autres se répartiront
entre Alep, le Caire ou Kessab.

En effet, la nouvelle frontiére entre la
Turquie et la Syrie a laissé sous administra-
tion syrienne le bourg de Kessab et une
dizaine de villages, dont la population rurale
était exclusivement arménienne jusque dans

les années 1960. Les Arméniens de Kessab,
dont la présence est attestée depuis dix
siecles, se considerent comme les héritiers du
royaume de Cilicie. Ils ont connu les épreuves
successives des massacres de 1909, des
déportations en 1915, du retour en 1918 et la
bréve expérience d’une «petite république de
Kessab» de 1918 a 1921. Le nombre des
survivants aurait été de 1 500 en 1920. Le
mode de vie de cette population rustique et
endurante, profondément attachée a sa terre, a
été longtemps donné comme I’exemple
miraculeusement conservé du village arménien
traditionnel. A ce titre, Kessab a mobilisé
I’action de 1’Organisation Terre et Culture,
une association créée en France en 1978, dont
le but est le sauvetage du patrimoine arménien
dans l’espace de 1’Arménie historique.
Malheureusement, depuis plusieurs
décennies, 1’exode rural, I’émigration vers
I’ Arménie soviétique, le Canada et les Etats-
Unis et la mondialisation ont conduit au
déclin démographique des Arméniens de
Kessab. Un déclin aggravé par la vente des
terres des propriétaires arméniens a de
nouveaux venus, souvent de riches Arabes des
pays du Golfe a la recherche de la douceur et
des paysages méditerranéens de la superbe
vallée du Karadouran.

Anahide Ter Minassian
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1010 Liége O. Montréal Qc. H3N 1B8
(514) 279-1629

UNE EQUIPE PROFESSIONNELLE
POUR LE NETTOYAGE ET L’'ENTRETIEN!

NETTOYAGE COMMERCIAL ET INDUSTRIEL

NETTOYAGE DE TAPIS, A VAPEUR,
DE VITRES ET APRES CONSTRUCTION

DECAPAGE ET POLISSAGE DE PLANCHER

514-500-2299

www.hetmaestro.ca
ESTIMATION GRATUITE!

DR. KAREN NAIRI KASSABIAN BSc.,D.D.S

DIAB LALEYAN, CA INC.

COMPTABLES PROFESSIONNELS AGREES

ZAVEN LALEYAN, BAA, CA
CPA auditeur, CA

1175 Avenue Bernard Ouest, # 300
Outremont, (Québec) Canada H2V 1V5

Téléphone : (514) 905-0350
Télécopieur : (514) 842-1797
laleyan@aol.com

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE

* Crowns, Bridges, Onlays, Root canals
e Dentures, Implants
¢ Cosmetic Dentistry
* Porcelain veneers, white fillings
e Whitening in office or take home
* Dentistry for children
e Nitrous oxide (laughing gas)
* Digital x-rays (reduced radiation exposure)
¢ Laser Dentistry
* Gentle and friendly environment
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New patients and emergencies welcome

Tel: (416) 498-9199

Fax:(416) 498-9298

3430 Finch Avenue East, #202
Scarborough, ON M1W 2R5
(N.E. corner of Warden Ave.)
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Musa Dagh: oM
les vestiges
d’un passé glorieux

S’il n’en reste qu’un, ce sera celui-1a ! Nos envoyés spéciaux se sont rendus dans le village
de Vakif, le dernier village arménien de Turquie, pour voir comment s’y organise la vie
aujourd’hui, pres d’un siecle apres 1915. Vakif, ou I’histoire d’un des sept villages du Musa
Dagh qui a résisté héroiquement a I’armée turque, avant I’arrivée en septembre 1915 de la flotte
francaise qui sauvera 4 000 Arméniens du Génocide. Cette méme France, qui trahira a deux re-
prises, en moins de vingt ans, les Arméniens de Cilicie et du sandjak d’ Alexandrette, sacrifiés
sur I’autel de la géopolitique.
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Avédis Démirdjian, 96 ans et des
poussieres, aurait di faire du théatre. Le
vieillard commence par accueillir I’étranger
allongé sur un lit, dans sa véranda. Et joue
les séniles le temps pour ses petits-enfants
de sonder le visiteur. Mais que la discussion
menée en arménien prenne un tour qui ne lui
convienne pas, et celui que ’on aurait dit
mourant et sourd un peu plus tot se
redresse, 1’ceil pétillant, pour intervenir avec
vigueur dans la conversation ! Devant un
visage inconnu, la regle de base n’est-elle
pas, apres tout, qu’il faut savoir rester sur
ses gardes, quitte a se faire passer pour
gateux ?

Difficile d’en vouloir a Avédis
Démirdjian : I’homme a de bonnes raisons de
se méfier. Il a des responsabilités. En tant
que doyen d’age de Vakif — le tres officiel
«dernier village arménien de Turquie»,
accroché a 130 metres d’altitude aux pentes
du Musa Dagh (Musa Lere pour les
Arméniens) —, il est naturellement le porte-
voix de sa communauté. De plus, 1’aieul a
acquis une certaine notoriété apres que des
journaux et des télévisions lui ont consacré
des reportages. Pelerins d’Istanbul,
Arméniens de 1’extérieur, officiels turcs,
personnels d’ambassades, universitaires,
médias nationaux et correspondants de la
presse étrangere se refilent son adresse et se
relaient a son chevet pour tenter d’arracher
quelques bribes de son histoire, intimement
liée a cet épisode de la «tragédie arménienne»
qui s’est déroulée, d’une Guerre mondiale a
I’autre, au coeur de cette région
méditerranéenne frontaliere de la Syrie, de
I’ancien sandjak d’ Alexandrette.

Si I’attention portée a cette minuscule
bourgade de 130 habitants (250 en été) et de
2,8 km2 peut paraitre, a juste titre,
disproportionnée — et révélatrice, en tout
cas, des rapports tres affectifs qu’entretient
I’Occident avec la Turquie —, son existence,
rappelée régulierement et a grand renfort de
publicité par les autorités turques, n’en
demeure pas moins une curiosité. Alors que
de I’ Anatolie du sud-est a la Méditerranée,
en passant par les cotes de la mer Noire, la
Turquie a été totalement vidée de sa popula-
tion rurale arménienne, comment expliquer le
maintien jusqu’a nos jours d’un village
composé d’Arméniens, au maire arménien,
dans une région connue pour avoir été 1’'un
des hauts lieux de la résistance arménienne
au Génocide?

Maintenant bien réveillé, malgré la
chaleur écrasante de cette fin de septembre
qui fait pousser des citronniers, des orangers
et méme des bananiers (!) dans le jardin
derriere la maison, Avédis Démirdjian con-
sent, avec 1’aide de sa petite-fille, Aida
Abgarian, si ce n’est a éclaircir totalement le
mystere, du moins a livrer quelques indices.
En 1915, durant les massacres, commence-t-
il, Vakif est ’'un de ces sept villages qui ont
participé a ce fameux épisode romancé par
Franz Werfel au cours duquel 4 000
Arméniens trouverent refuge sur le Musa
Dagh pour échapper aux ordres de

déportation. Lui méme, raconte-t-on, est
baptisé dans la montagne, au moment méme
ol les bateaux frangais qui évacueront plus
tard la population sont signalés au loin.
D’ou I’origine de son prénom, «Avédis» qui
signifie «Bonne nouvelle». Apres un séjour
dans un camp de réfugiés a Port Said
(Egypte), a la fin de la Premiére Guerre
mondiale, et au début du mandat frangais sur
le sandjak d’Alexandrette, lui et sa famille,
comme d’autres, reviennent sur place. Et la
vie reprend bientdt son cours, malgré les
difficultés occasionnées par cet exil passager.
Jusqu’en 1939, en tout cas.

Cette année-la en effet, la France
prend une décision qui provoque une vaste
panique dans la population : apres la breve
parenthese de la «République du Hatay»,
elle cede, au grand dam de la Syrie, le sandjak
d’Alexandrette a la Turquie. Malgré les
garanties de sécurité négociées par Paris, ils
sont des dizaines de milliers d’Arméniens a
choisir la voie de I’exil. “ Les autorités nous
ont donné 18 mois pour nous déterminer, se
souvient Avédis Démirdjian qui n’était alors
qu’un jeune homme et n’avait apparemment
pas son mot a dire. A Vakif, ou la proportion
de départs a été pourtant moindre
qu’ailleurs, plus d’une soixantaine de
familles sont parties. Et une quarantaine
dont la mienne sont restées.” Pourquoi ?
Difficile, aprés 70 ans, d’établir les faits
avec certitude. Si certains parlent
d’attachement a la patrie d’origine et
d’engagements financiers, d’autres évoquent
de vieilles rivalités entre dachnaks et
hentchaks (nombreux, semble-t-il, a Vakif),
lesquels n’auraient pas réussi a s’entendre
sur une position commune...

Une chose est slire en tout cas : le
destin de Vakif (Vakifli koy en Turc) est
depuis fermement li€ a celui de la Turquie. Si
les massacres tant redoutés n’ont pas eu
lieu, beaucoup des Arméniens demeurés dans
les six autres agglomérations arméniennes du
Musa Dagh sont tout de méme venus, par
prudence, s’y installer. Peuplés d’ Alévis et
de Turkmenes aux yeux étonnamment
bridés, ces villages conservent jusqu’a nos
jours des traces de cette ancienne occupa-
tion. A Yogunoluk et a Bitya, les deux églises
— dont I'une a été surmontée d’une mosquée
et I’autre, en construction en 1939, n’a en
réalité jamais fonctionné — sont encore
debout. A Idir Beck, la reproduction d’une
photo des villageois prise en 1923 tréne sur
le grand arbre de la place centrale. Par contre,
dans la montagne, les tombes des 18
combattants ayant péri durant les «40 jours»
ainsi que la pierre ol leurs noms avaient été
inscrits ont disparu depuis une bonne
trentaine d’années.

Sous la banniere turque, dans cette
région a forte population arabe, les
Arméniens de Vakif semblent avoir mené une
existence paisible, méme si, a I’instar de
leurs compatriotes d’Istanbul, ils n’ont pas
échappé au traitement réservé aux minorités
en Turquie. En tant que chrétien arménien
apostolique — un groupe religieux qui,
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Berdj Kartoun est le maire de Vakif, le tout
dernier village arménien de Turquie.

comme les Grecs orthodoxes et les Juifs, est
a I’époque interdit de porter des armes —,
Avédis Démirdjian passera, entre 1940 et
1942, tout son service militaire a... creuser
un tunnel ! La perpétuation de la culture
arménienne a par ailleurs été compliquée a
cause du statut de la population de Vakif,
différent de celui de la communauté
arménienne  d’Istanbul. Les écoles
arméniennes ont fait place a un
établissement turc qui a fermé ses portes,
voici quelques années, faute d’écoliers en
nombre suffisant, obligeant la municipalité a
organiser une navette pour emmener les en-
fants jusqu’a la ville voisine de Samandag. Et
si certains jeunes parlent encore ce tres
savoureux dialecte du Musa Dagh et
apprennent quelques chansons a la chorale
de Panos Tchakhanian, bien peu savent lire
ou écrire en arménien, I’enseignement étant
seulement dispensé, en été, par des
ecclésiastiques venus d’Istanbul. En
revanche, les villageois ont su maintenir avec
obstination la pratique de leur religion. Batie
en 1910 sur les hauteurs et visitée a
plusieurs reprises par les différents
Patriarches qui se sont succédés, 1’église
Sainte Mére de Dieu a connu jusqu’en 2002
deux prétres, natifs de Vakif, a demeure : les
peres Ghévont Kartounian (1897-1992) et
Sérop Goulian (1917-2002). De 1989 a
1996, elle a fait I’objet d’une longue partie
de bras de fer entre la municipalité et
I’administration qui refusait, dans la
continuité de sa politique de contrainte a
I’égard des minorités, d’autoriser sa réfection
au motif que le batiment n’avait pas été
enregistré officiellement comme lieu de culte
dans la liste des fondations religieuses.
Aujourd’hui, complétement rénovée, elle at-
tend un nouveau prétre. Et accueille chaque
année, vers le 15 aolt, a I’occasion de
I’ Assomption et de la bénédiction du raisin,
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une grande féte — ol I’on cuit le harissa — a
laquelle participent plusieurs centaines de
fideles venus de Kessab, d’Istanbul, du
Liban ou d’ailleurs...

C’est que Vakif a sa propre diaspora.
En raison des difficultés économiques, la
localité a, en effet, connu plusieurs vagues
d’émigration massives par le passé. Certains,
a I’instar de Bédros Kartoun dont la femme
Gohar tient avec ses amies une boutique de
produits bio et d’artisanat dans la cour de
I’église, sont, entre-temps, revenus.
D’autres, comme Arman Stépanian
d’Arménie — un éleve de Djivan Gasparian
spécialisé dans la fabrication des ramichs
de doudouk - se sont installés. Mais la
plupart des Vakiftsi (les habitants de Vakif)
vivent désormais en dehors de leur village :
I’Union compatriotique des Vakiftsi
d’Istanbul, qui participe chaque année, a
Erévan, aux commémorations du sauvetage
des Arméniens du Musa Dagh, compte, a
elle seule, plus de 400 membres !

Car si ici, la terre est riche et fait
pousser des orangers chargés de fruits a pro-
fusion, elle n’appartient qu’en partie aux
habitants. En effet, depuis le début des
années 40, le plus grand propriétaire agricole
de l’agglomération est 1’Etat. Prenant
prétexte du départ d’un pourcentage impor-
tant de la population, le Directorat général
des fondations et d’autres administrations a
a I’époque fait main basse sur 1’écrasante
majorité des terres agricoles (1). De nos
jours encore, de nombreux villageois sont
ainsi locataires des champs qu’ils cultivent.
Quand bien méme I’activité de la coopérative
agricole a été réorientée en 2004 vers le bio
et une chambre d’hétes ouverte récemment,
la vie n’est pas toujours facile sur les pentes
du Musa Dagh...

Enfin, comment vote-t-on a Vakif ?
Berdj Kartoun, maire du village depuis
vingt ans, explique que le 12 septembre
dernier, lors du référendum organisé en
Turquie, 46 électeurs ont voté «oui» et 31
«non». Et qu’aux législatives précédentes,
I’AKP (le parti islamiste au pouvoir) a
obtenu 46 voix, contre 31 au CHP
d’opposition. A en croire ces chiffres,
auxquels quelques grands journaux
intéressés par le vote des minorités —
comme Vatan — ont consacré des articles,
Vakif serait donc un village plutdt neutre et
méme représentatif des rapports de force
au sein de la classe politique turque a
I’échelle nationale. Un hasard ? Peut-étre
pas. Certains évoquent, en effet, de petits
arrangements entre les électeurs avant les
élections, visant a faire en sorte que le ver-
dict final des urnes soit, a Vakif, en mesure
de satisfaire tous les candidats. N’est-on
pas, apres tout, dans un village arménien
isolé au milien des Turcs? Avédis
Démirdjian peut partir tranquille. Sa legon a
été bien retenue : dans la vie, mieux vaut
étre prudent !

Faute d’école a Vakif, les enfants fréquentent une école turque dans la ville voisine de
Samandag
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